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minimize the impact of industrialization. Side by side cheap fuels like coal which gives too much carbon emission should be reduced and high quality but inexpensive and renewable fuels are to be used. China use more than 70% of coals as industrial fuels than USA, which is a major factor for carbon emission to the nature. China should look for more use of renewable energy sources. This report also stated that now the carbon in air is 81%, if the major industrial countries do not take the measure for reducing carbon emission to the years to come, it can be increased to 100% in next 5 years. As a result we have to face severe natural disasters like heavy rains, drought, storms, and cyclones (Source: The daily Jugantor, Nov 11, 2011).





 ● BASIC Countries Meet in China: With barely a month left for the global climate change negotiations in Durban, ministers from BASIC countries (Brazil, South Africa, India and China) are holding a crucial meeting in Beijing from Oct 31-Nov 1/11 to carve out a strategy for the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference of Parties 17 (COP 17) to be held in Durban, South Africa, Nov 28-Dec 9/11. BASIC countries are likely to carry forward their discussions on the issues raised during the last meeting in Brazil. The Joint Statement of Ministers issued at Brazil meeting in August 2011 reiterated the importance of achieving "a comprehensive, balanced and ambitious result in Durban for sustainable development and in accordance with the provisions and principles of the UNFCCC, in particular the principles of equity and common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities". Industrialized and or developed countries have historical responsibility to cut emissions, since they have been emitting greenhouse gases for several years. The developing world on the other hand, insists on its right to industrialize, and resists emission cuts. This is a key point of disagreement between the two blocs. India is likely to discuss its recent proposal to the UNFCCC calling for including three contentious issues that have been left out during the Cancun, Mexico, ���
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Preface: The Executive Committee of the Society for Bangladesh Climate Justice (SBCJ) is going to finish its first 3 years term in Dec 2011. During the last 3 years since it’s birth, SBCJ has launched and participated in many national and international seminar/workshops on climate change issues, settlement and adaptation to climate change. SBCJ has created climate change impacts awareness among the Bangladesh community in greater Vancouver in BC/Canada and has developed a good relationship with other such similar organizations like BEN, BAPA, UBC, SFU, University of Dhaka and some private University in Bangladesh.. We are also proud to be a part of the global climate change movement and raising our voice against climate change for the affected community. SBCJ has launched a website for its networking, communication and organizational voice stand. 





● Global Climate Balance: The International Energy Agency (IEA) reported that world climate balance will persist only for next 5 years. What will happen next is very unusual and not suitable for living beings. To sustain climate balance, the necessity of green plants compared to the physical establishments are 75% less than what should be. Carbon emission from industries is increasing in alarming rates in recent decades. Research report also stated that the temperature for the last century increased at 1.8oF while the temperature in recent years has been increasing at 6.3oF. IEA chief economist Mr. Fatih Birol told that we have to increase the green plants to 





talks last year. The issues are unilateral trade measures, intellectual property rights and equitable access to the sustainable development (Source:Zeenews.com). 


● Climate Change Threatens World Security: Climate change is generating an "unholy brew" of extreme weather events that threaten global security, the UN chief said as the Security Council recognised the issue's potential effect on world peace. Secretary general Ban Ki-moon urged concerted action and called on developed countries to lead the charge in mitigating the effects of climate change. He also encouraged the developing world to do its fair share. "Extreme weather events continue to grow more frequent and intense in rich and poor countries alike, not only devastating lives, but also infrastructure, institutions, and budgets - an unholy brew which can create dangerous security vacuums," Mr Ban told a Security Council debate on the issue. China envoy to UN Mr. Wang Min said climate change could affect security, but that it was essentially a sustainable development issue and that the council did not have the resources to address it. Russia's UN envoy Vitaly Churkin said while his government shared the concerns of island states regarding rising sea levels, the UN's climate convention remained the fundamental way to address the problem. Achim Steiner, director of the UN Environment Program, cited a worst-case scenario prediction that temperatures will rise by 4 degrees Celsius by 2060, while the sea level will rise 1 metre over the next century. Mr Steiner says there are myriad threats already and their numbers will rise, noting droughts like the one currently afflicting Somalia, floods such as the ones that hit Pakistan, and their implications on the food markets. "The scale of the natural disasters will increase exponentially," he added. Two regions of Southern Somalia, hit by a devastating drought, were declared in a state of famine on Wednesday by the United Nations, which called it the worst food crisis in Africa in 20 years (Sources: The Province July 22, 2011, Page A35 and ABC News).
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Fig. Severe floodwaters rush throw a village in Pakistan


(Picture is taken from ABC News in internet)








● Climate Change Study on BC Pines: Alana Clason, a researcher at the University of Northern BC has earned grant money from Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions (PICS) to find out how climate change is affecting the whitebark pine. Clason will also study how changing conditions threaten the survival of a tree that's an integral part of the food chain from the mighty grizzly to the lowly squirrel. Clason said the tree she'll be studying faces numerous challenges to go along with climate change - mountain pine beetle, white pine blister rust and fire suppression strategies. "With climate change, it will be interesting to see how the whitebark pine does - other species may be more successful, such as hemlock, spruce, fir and lodgepole pine," said Clason. She also added "Whitebark pine is a critical, and yet threatened and declining tree. "It's considered a 'keystone' species because it supports a wide food web that includes grizzly bears, squirrels and Clark's nutcracker birds." The climate-change institute has also offered fellowships to fellow UNBC students Matt Beedle and Ian Picketts to study climate change effects on glaciers and B.C. municipalities. "Finding solutions for mitigating or adapting to the impacts of climate changes is one of PICS key objectives," says the group's executive director, Tom Petersen. "These successful candidates will be instrumental in continuing that momentum" (Source: by Ian Austin. The Province, Sept 13, 2011, Page A10).





● Earth Land Carbon Sink Underestimate: According to a study the ability of forests, plants and soil to suck carbon dioxide from the air has been underestimated that challenges a benchmark for calculating the greenhouse-gas problem. Like the sea, the land is a carbon "sink," or sponge, helping to absorb heat-trapping CO2 disgorged by the burning of fossil fuels. A conventional estimate is that soil and vegetation take in roughly 120 billion tonnes, or gigatons, of carbon each year through the natural process of photosynthesis. The new study, published in the science journal Nature, says the uptake could be 25-45-per-cent higher, to 150 to175 gigatons per year. But relatively little of this extra carbon is likely to be stored permanently in the plant. Instead, it is likely to re-enter the atmosphere through plant respiration. This will be a disappointment for those looking for some good news in the fight against climate change. The more carbon is sequestered in the land, the less carbon enters the atmosphere, where it helps to trap heat from the sun. Lead researcher Lisa Welp, of the Scripps Institution of Oceanography in the University of California at San Diego, said figuring out the annual carbon uptake from the terrestrial biosphere had been one of the biggest problems in the emissions equation. Scientists, though, were confident about the current estimates for carbon sequestration in land and this was unlikely to change much in the light of the new findings, 
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● Climate Change: Dhaka Faces High Risk: The capital of Bangladesh among the rapidly growing megacities in Asia and Africa faces the highest risks from rising sea levels, floods and other climate change impacts in the upcoming years, a global survey says. The study, aimed at guiding city planners and investors, by risk analysis and mapping firm Maplecroft comes as the United Nations says the world's population will hit seven billion next week and as huge floods inundate areas of Thailand. “Dhaka is the megacity most at risk with an extreme ranking,” the research organization said. Other megacities at extreme or high risk include Manila, Kolkata, Jakarta, Kinshasa, Lagos, Delhi and Guangzhou. "Population growth in these cities combines with poor government effectiveness, corruption, poverty and other socio-economic factors to increase the risks to residents and business," said Maplecroft in the report released. The survey ranks the top-20 fastest-growing cities by 2020 in terms of risk, with the study based on a series of indices. The survey maps the world in 25-square-km segments according to vulnerability, making regional assessments easier. Miami still ranked at a high risk as does Singapore, while New York and Sydney were medium and London was a low risk. Bangkok ranked extreme, and the Thai government has created a $10.6 billion budget to rebuild after the current floods subside.


It also ranks nearly 200 nations in terms of vulnerability to climate change over the medium term. Haiti is the country most at risk from climate change, while Iceland is the least vulnerable. Thailand is ranked 37th. Globally, many other cities were also vulnerable to climate change, Maplecroft said, but better governance, greater wealth and better policies meant they were more able to adapt. Bangladesh ranked fifth most vulnerable country to climate change and hunger in an Action Aid research report published on October 10. In the World Risk Index 2011, jointly conducted by United Nations University (UNU), Germany and the Institute of Environment and Human Security, published in September, Bangladesh ranked sixth among countries that are most vulnerable to natural disasters, while second among the Asian countries. Moreover, in the Global Assessment Report of the UNDP, revealed earlier this year, Bangladesh was found to be one of the most vulnerable countries in the world (Source: The Daily Star, October 28, 2011). 


● Strong Earthquake Jolts Bangladesh: A 6.8 magnitude earthquake jolted the country on September 18/11 Sunday evening, prompting thousands of panic-stricken people to rush out into the street from their homes. The quake was felt for nearly two minutes from 6:40:47pm. The epicentre was 495 Km away from 








and "more CO2 is passing through plants than thought, not that it actually stays there very long," she said. The extra CO2 taken up as photosynthesis is most likely returned right back to the atmosphere via respiration." The research looked at isotopes, or variations, in the O2 component of CO2, using a databank of atmospheric sampling going back three decades. These isotopes are a chemical tag, indicating the kind of water the molecule has come into contact with. The researchers looked at isotopes whose concentrations are linked to rainfall. They were struck by a clear association between these isotopes and El Niño, the weather cycle that occurs in pendulum swings every few years or so. The implication from this is that CO2 is swiftly cycled through land ecosystems, the researchers suggest. From that assumption comes the far higher estimate of annual carbon uptake (Source: The Province, Sept 29, 2011, Page A24).





● Climate Change Migration Warning– Bangladesh: Governments and aid agencies should help the world's poorest to move away from areas likely to be hit by flooding and drought, a UK report says. The government-commissioned report warns of potential humanitarian disasters because of climate change. It says the cost of acting now would be much less than the cost of the conflicts and huge loss of life that would otherwise ensue. The Migration and Global Environmental Change Foresight Report is the most detailed study carried out on the effect of flooding, drought and rising sea levels on human migration patterns over the next 50 years.  The government's chief scientist, Professor Sir John Beddington, who commissioned the study, said that environmental change would hit the worlds poorest the hardest and that millions of them would inadvertently migrate toward, rather than away from, areas that are most vulnerable. These people will be trapped in dangerous conditions and unable to be moved to safety, he said. One of the reasons the report was commissioned was to examine concerns that the environmental degradation caused by climate change would lead to millions of so-called climate refugees abandoning sterile farmland and migrating to countries less affected by the problem. Three-quarters of the migration, it says would be within national borders - predominantly from rural to urban areas. The issue, according to Professor Beddington, was to ensure that the migration was properly managed - otherwise, he said, it was likely there would be widespread humanitarian disasters on an unprecedented scale. "It is essential that we do all we can to both address environmental change and make sure that people are as resilient as possible," he said. (Source: The daily Star, Oct 21, 2011).























Dhaka, 68 Km north-west of Gangtok, Sikkim, India, 119 Km north-west of Shiliguri, West Bengal, according to the US Geological Survey. It was the strongest tremor to have hit the region in the last six decades. The tremor damaged a number of buildings and structures in parts of the country. However, no major casualty was reported. The mobile-phone network had remained jammed in parts for several minutes after the tremor, as panic-stricken people called their loved ones to enquire about them. According to The daily Sun, six-storey building, Touhid Plaza, in Sathmatha area of the Bogra district town tilted towards the adjacent building during the tremor. The tremor also damaged at least 20 makeshift houses in Natore. Thousands of nervous people hurried out of their homes into the street in fear of aftershocks in Rajshahi, Lalmonirhat, Barisal, Brahmanbaria and Chapainawabganj. Four rental power plants in Tangail, Thakurgaon, Jessore and Syedpur went off for nearly 30 minutes on impact of the quake, said Saiful Hasan Chowdhury, director of public relations department of the Power Development Board. Nearly 300 miners at Baropukuria coal mine remained trapped for about 20 minutes for power failure caused by the quake. They were rescued after power supply was restored. Station officer of Rajshahi fire service and civil defence office told media that the quake also shook most parts of the Rajshahi region but no casualty or damages could be confirmed immediately. Earlier on February 4 of this year, an earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter scale shook most parts of Bangladesh. The epicentre of the quake was located 455 kilometres north-east of the capital on the Myanmar-India border (Source: PryoNews online, September 18/11).
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● Climate Change Related Publications by Dr Harun Rashid: Dr Harun Rashid, SBCJ advisor has published the following peer-reviewed articles since his retirement from the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse in June 2009.  If you are interested in any one of these articles, 














 please contact Dr Rashid by e-mail for electronic PDF copies (� HYPERLINK "mailto:rasid.haru@uwlax.edu" \t "_blank" �rasid.haru@uwlax.edu�).  
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● SBCJ EC Election: The present executive committee (EC) of SBCJ will finish its first 3 years term in December 2011. SBCJ has about 70 general members and 5 life members. A new EC will be elected as per by-laws to continue the activities of SBCJ elected by the members. 
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