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Editorial Board: Dr. Abdul Matin, Dr. Harun Rashid & Dr. Iqbal BhuyanBhyHossain





Issue 1 (Jan – Mar) & Issue 2 (Apr - Jun)








another web-based scholarly series called SBCJ Review Papers.  The preparation of the first SBCJ Review Paper is in progress.  The planned date of electronic publication is November or December 2011. Dr Harun Rashid, SBCJ advisor, will edit this series with the help of an editorial board.  Several SBCJ executive committee members have volunteered to contribute on different aspects of climate change impacts and adaptation to sea-level rise in Bangladesh, notably on ecosystem impacts, impacts on agriculture, mangrove forest, engineering interventions, indigenous adjustments to sea-level rise, and resettlement of displaced population.  If anyone is interested in contributing on any other aspects of climate change in Bangladesh (SBCJ Review Paper 1), you are invited to submit input to Dr Rashid (�HYPERLINK "http://aa.mc375.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=rasid.haru@uwlax.edu" \t "_blank"�rasid.haru@uwlax.edu�).  Besides SBCJ Review Paper 1, if you are interested in writing a full-length article on any other aspects of climate change in Bangladesh or anywhere else in the world, the editorial board will consider it for publication as a separate paper (e.g., SBCJ Review Paper 2 or 3).


● Local experience should give top priority in fighting climate change disaster: Bangladesh Centre for Advance Studies (BCAS) & International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED) jointly organized the 5th intl. seminar on local community based climate change adaptation in Dhaka from March 24-31/2011. About 65 delegates from different nationals, climate specialists & developmental asso-ciates participated this seminar. There were 22 technical sessions &300 participants visited different climate change affected areas of the country. Mr. Atiq Rahman, ED of BCAS reported that Sundarban &people of coastal areas were severely affected by Sidr and Eila, & they have been survived by adopting local technologies. The scientific innovation, experience and knowledge of local people should be considered in formulating any future action plan in combating climate change disasters, change impacts & spreads those innovations all over the world (source: Prothom Alo Mar 31, 2011).
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Preface: Society for Bangladesh Climate Justice (SBCJ) has decided to publish its own newsletter at quarterly interval with concurrent climate change issues, climate justice and adaptations to mitigate climate change impacts for environment and climate refugee settlement around the world with special emphasis to Bangladesh. 





● What is SBCJ? The Society for Bangladesh Climate Justice (SBCJ) is a voluntary, non-profit, advocacy group dedicated to climate change awareness and global climate justice, especially for alleviating the climate change impacts in Bangladesh.  Its membership is open to anyone interested in the mandate of the society, but its current membership is dominated by the Bangladeshi diaspora community in the Greater Vancouver region, British Columbia, Canada.  


●SBCJ Publication Series: To enhance awareness about climate change impacts, the society has launched two web-based publications, starting from 2011.  This electronic newsletter is the first such publication of the society.  The newsletter will be edited on an ongoing basis by Dr M. Abdul Matin, SBCJ Director of Communication. If you wish to share any short news on climate change, you are welcome to submit it to Dr. Abdul Matin (e-mail: �HYPERLINK "http://aa.mc375.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mabmatin@yahoo.com" \t "_blank"�mabmatin@yahoo.com�). The SBCJ also supports research and scholarly activities to promote mitigations and adaptation to climate change in Bangladesh.  In this context, the society plans to publish 








● Earthquake Preparedness Workshop: SBCJ and Multicultural Helping House Society (MHHS) jointly organized an earthquake preparedness workshop for the community living in greater Vancouver, BC on April 9th, 2011. Lynn Orstard, Emergency Program Manager, FVRD, Chilliwack, BC was the presenter. The main theme of the presentation was “Be Prepared not Scared!” & Hope for the best is not a Good Plan” for an earthquake. The goal of this workshop was to get everyone for any major emergency or disaster. Practice what to do if you experience an earthquake. Three simples steps to remember (1) Drop - when a big earthquake hits, you will be knocked off your feet (2) Cover - get under a sturdy piece of furniture (table) & cover head and neck- you will need them after the shaking stops,  and (3) Hold On - hold on to the table & stay with it during the shaking. Get ready before the next earthquake: at home, work & school – A. Secure Your Space (i) Strap furniture to walls, (ii) Put latches on cabinets, (iii) Secure TVs and computers. – B. Create or update plans (i) Communication plan, (ii) Where will everyone meet, and (iii) Learn first aid. C. Store more water (i) Four L/person/day (ii) For at least 3 days, ideally for 2 weeks. D. Organize food/supplies for 3 days. E. Have a fire extinguisher. For more information, check �HYPERLINK "http://www.pep.bc.ca"�www.pep.bc.ca�.


� EMBED PowerPoint.Slide.12 ���





● Golpata: A prominent tree of the mangrove forest of Sundarbans. Golpata is an essential material for the coastal lives also. Leaves of golpata are used for making coastal and marine house roof of about one million poor peoples. The juice of golpata plant is used for making brown sugar also. It is well grown in coastal saline areas











especially in fresh silt deposited soils of khal, beel and river banks. These plants are now degenerated in recent decades due to climate change, increased salinity, lack of scientific cultivation & conservation technologies. Agriculture and forestry department of Bangladesh should take immediate plan for extensive cultivation of golpata in the southern coastal areas of Bangladesh to protect the ecological and environmental balance, and income generation of the coastal poor people. 


�


Fig. Golpata (Nypa fruticans). Source: Internet & Prothom Alo May 08, 2011


●Bangladesh Climate Change Trust Fund:Bangladeshi government has allocated 100 million U.S. dollars in its current national budget to set up a Climate Change Trust Fund to address the climate change issue as reported by State Minister for Environment & Forest Mr. Hasan Mahmud.Despite its limitations and various crises, the Bangladeshi government puts due importance to dealing with the climate change issue.Although Bangladesh is one of the Least Developed Countries, the government hasformulated Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan 2009 which has been appreciated globally.Bangladesh is one of the most climate vulnerable countries in the world and it will become more vulnerable as a result of climate change, which will cause further poverty and hunger thus creating an obstacle to achieving the Millennium Development Goals. Hasan said that under the Trust Fund, projects from both government and non-government organizations (NGOs) would be accepted for undertaking projects on adaptation with the climate change for a maximum period of two years. For the government projects, maximum 3.57 million U.S. dollars would be allocated from this fund, while the highest allocation for any project by NGO would be about $ 714,000 U.S.











● All new publicbuildings must be built to LEED Gold Standards.


● Adopted new Wood First Policy to require the use of the world’s most environmentally friendly & sustainable building resource to help meet climateobjectives.


● adopting a zero net deforestation policy to optimize the full carbon and storage value ofthe province’s forests.


● Implementation of an Adaptation Strategy to address climate change impacts now andin the future.





�





BCStrategies for Seven Sectors: The Plan describes the three-year, $60 million LiveSmart BC Efficiency Incentive Program, and lays out strategies specific to seven sectors:


● Transportation- Improved vehicle efficiency, vehicle scrapping, less tax on efficient vehicles, cleaner buses and trucks, reduced fuel carbon and expanded transit and cycling. 


● Buildings- A Green Building Code, Energy Efficient Buildings Strategy, encouraging compact, green communities, and solar roofs on 100,000 BC buildings. 


● Waste- Turning waste into energy, cleaning up landfills, increased composting, and making manufacturers more responsible for waste created by their products. 


● Agriculture- Digesters to capture methane from manure, improved fertilizer application, community biomass projects, research on biomass fuels and green city farms.


● Industry- A carbon emissions cap and trade system to provide an incentive for large emitters to reduce their emissions, often by implementing made-in-BC solutions. 


● Energy- PowerSmart incentives, a First Nations and remote community clean energy, alternative energy development, solar energy, smart meters, BC Bioenergy Strategy.


● Forestry- Forests for Tomorrow, Trees for Tomorrow, accelerated forest growth and net-zero deforestation, bio-mass energy and cellulosic ethanol production.


For more information on the Climate Action Plan, visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.livesmartbc.ca/"�www.LiveSmartBC.ca�. 











● BD Nominated Co-chair of Green Climate Fund:   �Bangladesh and Sweden have been nominated co-chair of Green Climate Fund according to the decision taken in the World Climate Conference in Cancun, Mexico in 2010, the first meeting of Transitional Committee was held in Mexico City on April 28-29 with a view to formulate 'Green Climate Fund'.Four committees were formed in the meeting-Scope and guiding principles, Governance and Institutional arrangements, Operational modalities, Monitoring and Evaluation committee.�Bangladesh will work as a co-chair of Monitoring and Evaluation committee, said a press release of the Ministry of Environment and Forests on Monday.�The meeting discussed in detail about the formation of Green Climate Fund, rules of fund operation and institutional management, monitoring and operation & technical assistance of the fund.Representatives of NGOs and civil society from the developed, developing &the least developed countries attended at themeeting (Source: The Bangladesh Today, 10 May 2011).





● British Columbia’s Climate Action plan:The Govt. of BC has acted decisively to mitigate directconsequencesrelated to global warming. It has set the necessary regulatory steps for theprovince’s citizens and industries to position in the fight against climate changeand to seize the opportunities created in the emerging low-carbon global economy. BC’s comprehensive set of climate actions and policies are enshrined in law. BC’s climate action plan includes:


● A legislated 33 per cent reduction of greenhouse gases from 2007 levels by 2020 and 80 per cent by 2050


● Legally established interim emission reduction targets of six per cent by 2012 and 18 per centby 2016 to measure progress towards the 33 per cent reduction by 2020 (Fig GHG Emissions mt CO2).


● A new Clean Energy Act that harnesses British Columbia’s natural advantage to helpbuilda new future of electricity self sufficiency, job creation and reduced GHG emissions.


● A legislatedrequirement for core government and broader public sector to be carbonneutral by 2010, a first for North America 


● Implemented world’s first broad-based, revenue-neutral carbon tax


● First full Canadian partner in the Western Climate Initiative, which is developingand adopting a  Compre- hensive cap and trade system. 


● working with all sectors of province’s economy to reduce emissions & to establish a low-carbon economy competitive advantage.


 ● Live Smart BC Efficiency Incentive Program which provides financial support to households for energy audits and energy efficiency building retrofits.








● ClimateChange PosesThreat to Ecosystems- Experts: The country is experiencing irregular weather patterns due to adverse impacts of global climate change and it may pose a serious threat to total ecosystem, experts said.“The temperature of the earth surface is increasing due to emission of carbon and other gases and 2010 was the warmest year in the last 100 years of the world,” Md Golam Rabbani, senior research officer of Bangladesh Centre for Advanced Studies (BCAS) said.“Average temperature has increased in the country like other parts of the globe and definitely it is linked to the climate change,” he added.Irregular rainfall largely affects agriculture production in the region.�The change in average temperature and rainfall are primary impacts of global climate change while drought, flood and other natural calamities are secondary effects. However, the country witnessed both primary and secondary effects, Rabbani said, adding that the country will suffer immensely if the trend continues.He said industrialised countries generate the lion’s share of carbon and other gases while the developing world is responsible for a smaller share of green house gas emission.


�Assistant director of Bangladesh Meteorological Department Shamsuddin Ahmed said rapid industrialisation is increasing carbon and other gases in atmosphere, which is largely responsible for changing the weather pattern.Shamsuddin said untimely heavy rainfall, drought and extreme intensity of cyclone and other natural calamities were observed in the country due to the impacts of climate change.Executive Director of Centre for Global Climate Change Dr Ahsan Uddin said average temperature has increased in the country due to global climate change.Analysing data of recent weather patterns, he said a significant change is found in the cycle of season change (Sources: Daily Sun & BSS).





●Climate Fallout to Trigger Migration:Bangladesh will face mounting challenge of resettling and rehabilitating the people displaced by climate change, says an ADB study. The country is already at high risk of catastrophic environmental hazards & floods from sea surges, river flow, rainfall & coastal & riverbank erosion that are likely to force more people from their home. Those together with economic factors are causing rural-urban &international migration, said the study titled Climate Change and Migration in Asia and the Pacific. The existing patterns include rural-urban migration, mainly to the mega cities, cross-border migration to India, migration of semi-skilled labourers to the Southeast Asian and Middle East Asian countries and well-educated peoples' migration to the developed countries.
































"Greater frequency and intensity of changes in the climatic situations at the regional and local level may facilitate the development of new semi-urban areas that will provide resettlement options to displaced populations”.The study said inundation due to sea-level rise, landlessness and loss of livelihood will encourage increased migration from both rural and other densely populated urban regions such as Dhaka and Chittagong to these new urban centres. Careful planning and infrastructure development at the institutional level may further encourage displaced communities to settle in these new semi-urban areas rather than exacerbate socioeconomic and environmental pressure on existing mega cities.Increasing drying in winters and resulting water stress for agriculture as well as home use will further increase internal displacement, primarily from rural to urban regions."The increasing likelihood and impact of abnormal floods, when combined with high population growth, weak governance structures, and widespread poverty, could worsen the socioeconomic situation in Bangladesh and undermine the capacity of communities to adapt," the study said. In addition, the emigration of relatively well-educated or wealthy Bangladeshis has been blamed for undermining the nation's development. That brain drain, generally to more-developed counties, combined with perceptions of environmental risk, is likely to exacerbate that trend.The ADB study said there might be particular cases where international resettlement will be necessary, for example where low-lying islands states do not offer any potential resettlement sites within national boundaries. Given the specific challenges of international forced migration due to climate change, it is important to have in place the international institutional capacity, systems of governance, funding arrangements, and programs to facilitate and support development of mobility as an adaptation and, in extreme cases, resettlement, said the study (Source: The daily Star, Feb 07,2011).





● Fund Raising Dinner of SBCJ: SBCJ being an advocacy & non-profit working group for climate justice with special reference to Bangladesh incurs the expenses totally from the fund raised from membership fees and donations. However, so far only the membership fees are the main source of funding. Currently the organization has about 70 members but many of them are not updated for 2010 and or 2011. To overcome the financial crisis &meet the operational expenses, SBCJ has decided to organize a fund raising dinner sometime in late summer or early fall, 2011 with the members and non-members guests from Bangladesh community. The fund raising dinner event will be planned and carried out by a fund raising team consisting ofDr. M. Zaman, Dr. Abdul Matin, Mr. Mahbubul Islam, Dr. Rabbani and Mrs. Khaleda Banu.  
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Website: www.bangladeshcalling.orgEmail: sbcj_ec@yahoogroups.ca
Copy right @ Society for Bangladesh Climate Justice
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