SBCJ_ Climate Change Seminar

Draft – Welcome Speech by Director Program Dr. Iqbal Bhuiyan
Distinguish Climate Specialists, honourable speakers, members of the Society for Bangladesh Climate Justice, participants, ladies and gentlemen. It is my great honour to welcome you all on behalf of the Society for Bangladesh Climate Justice. 
Our Society is a registered non-profit organization dedicated to:

· Advocacy and promotion of the cause for Bangladesh internationally for climate change risk reduction and climate justice;

· Research and actions for prevention, mitigations and adaptation to climate change; and

· Networking with governments, non-government organizations (NGOs) and community groups to assist Bangladesh deal with climate disasters, particularly climate victims and climate “refugees” in Bangladesh. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, as you know climate change is one of the greatest environmental, social and economic threats of our time.  The frequency of natural calamities like cyclone, floods, and tidal surges has increased manifold in various parts of the world. People in the South, particularly those in Bangladesh, Maldives and other coastal/low-lying island countries are on the brink of disasters.  Sea level rise will inundate and displace millions of people in the future.  We are greatly concerned about the environmental disasters and climate change-driven devastation from global warming. 

Bangladesh is extremely vulnerable to climate change impacts because of its geographical location, high population density, high poverty and reliance of millions of its people on climate sensitive sectors such as agriculture and fisheries.  The country is already experiencing adverse impacts of global warming and climate change – for example, changes in rainfall patterns, increased frequency and severity of floods, droughts, heat waves, changes in water quality and sea level rise. Its current population of 140 million is expected to increase by another 130 million over the next 50 years. Climate change impacts would likely worsen present environmental conditions that give rise to land degradation, food insecurity, rural poverty and urban unrest. 

According to some sources, global warming will force 150 million “climate refugees” to move to other countries in the next 40 years. We will see this massive movement in our generation. In Bangladesh, some 30 million people will be displaced by 2030 due to rising sea level. It is estimated that nearly 10% of world’s population are at risks from displacement by climate change. National and international bodies must be prepared to address climate change issues and provide help to the most vulnerable countries to adapt to the changes. 

We hope our climate specialists will address some of the issues I raised in my welcome address. It is very important to note here that we are holding this seminar at the very same time when the world leaders are meeting in Copenhagen. We urge that the Copenhagen meeting reaches a binding agreement on the reduction of emissions and develops an effective mechanism as to how is the help needed by the developing countries to engage in reducing their emissions and adapting to the impacts of climate change going to be financed.  

We realize that we need to act as quickly as possible because there are scientific evidences available to support the fact that the map of Bangladesh may change in our generation due to rising sea level unless we create a global movement for climate justice and raise this as a challenge for the global community. I would like to reverberate what Novel Laureate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said:

“True peace is not merely the absence of tension: it is the presence of justice.”

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”

So, ladies and gentlemen, our small effort to seek justice through this society will definitely make a difference provided we all work together.
With these few words, I welcome you all to our seminar and look forward to a very productive discourse this evening. Thank you all.

